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later moved to St. Helena, California where
she worked at the St. Helena Catholic Church,
caring for migrant workers. She also began to
focus more on her writing and was taught cre-
ative writing at Napa Valley College. Mary was
a feature writer for the Cleveland Plain Dealer
and contributor to Cleveland Magazine, the
Napa Valley Register and the St. Helena Star
and Appellation Magazine. Mary also wrote a
novel, “The Politics of Annie Quinn,” chron-
icling her experience on Cleveland’s City
Council.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the memory of Mrs. Mary Zunt.
Her contributions to the City of Cleveland will
be remembered for years to come.

————
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to remember the life of Mrs. Sara
Louise Jones Pettis. Mrs. Pettis was a re-
spected community activist in the Fort Lauder-
dale area, and her commitment to civic service
was admirable. She recently passed away at
the age of 90, and | would like to take this op-
portunity to extend my deepest sympathies to
her family and all those who knew her.

Mrs. Pettis was a resident of Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida for 64 years. She married Mr.
Cyrus Pettis in 1941, and the couple lived in
Fort Lauderdale since first moving to the area
in 1947. They both understood the importance
of giving back to the community. Mr. Pettis
was a postal worker, and Mrs. Pettis served
as a teacher's aide at multiple schools in
Broward County.

Mrs. Pettis was known for her desire to im-
prove the community. She was a lifetime
member of the Parent Teacher’s Association,
and she volunteered at local schools, church-
es, and other charitable organizations. Mrs.
Pettis was ultimately credited for expediting
the creation of the Dillard High School Gym-
nasium in 1959. Her dedication to improving
the lives of the people of Broward County was
truly remarkable.

In 1985, the Pettis family received a very
special recognition from then-First Lady Nancy
Reagan. The First Lady recognized the Pettis
family as a Great American Family. Over 25
members of the Pettis family were in attend-
ance at a special White House ceremony. The
award is given to families leading exemplary
lives, and giving back to their communities.
The Pettis family is one of only nine other
families to ever receive this award.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to commend Mrs.
Pettis for her dedication to the people of Fort
Lauderdale. | knew Mrs. Pettis personally, and
| was saddened to hear of her passing. She
had an extraordinary sense of civic duty, and
| would like to extend my sympathies to not
only her family and friends, but to the entire
South Florida community, and all of those
whose lives she touched. Mrs. Pettis will be
truly missed.
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Lieutenant Colonel
Clifford George Ford, distinguished veteran of
the United States Air Force, loyal friend, and
loving father, grandfather, and great-grand-
father. Cliff passed away on January 18, 2012
at the age of 81. Through his thoughtful na-
ture, zest for life, and dedication to service, he
leaves behind a wonderful legacy.

Cliff was born on April 16, 1930 in Lohrville,
lowa, and grew up on farms in lowa and Min-
nesota, alongside his two brothers and two
sisters. It is during his childhood that his life-
long love of nature developed. After grad-
uating from Lake City High School at the age
of 17, Cliff made the decision to serve our
great Nation in the United States military.
Cliff's time in the United States Air Force took
him all around the world, including: Japan,
Germany, England, and Taiwan. While living
in Yakota Air Base, Japan, Cliff met the love
of his life, Rose. The two married on February
10, 1951.

Cliff spent the majority of his life serving our
country in a number of capacities while in the
Air Force. Throughout his service, Cliff dem-
onstrated courage, determination, strength,
and empathy—he truly illustrated the best of
what America has to offer. In 1975, Cliff re-
tired from the United States Air Force and
spent the remainder of his life in Atwater, Cali-
fornia. Retiring in the heart of California’s San
Joaquin Valley afforded Cliff the opportunity to
purchase an almond orchard and pursue his
lifelong passion for agriculture.

Cliff's legacy will live on through his service
to our Nation, his work in our Valley, and
through his children: Christine, Linda, Michelle,
Anita, Chuck, Valerie, Melissa, and Hilary; 14
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. Per-
haps what was most telling of Cliff's character
was the importance he placed on family and
kinship. Cliff leaves his family with many warm
and cherished memories.

In a note to CIiff, his grandson wrote, “every
person is an example of the people they have
spent their life with.” As we reflect on Cliff's
life, let us aspire to lead a life like his—one
filled with resolve, self-reliance, and love.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the life of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Clifford George Ford, an honorable and re-
spected man with an unwavering commitment
to his loving family and our Nation.

————
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VERSARY OF LITHUANIAN INDE-
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the anniversary of the restoration of
Lithuania’s independence, and the re-estab-
lishment of their independence as it is com-
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memorated by the Cleveland Chapter of the
Lithuanian American Community.

On February 16, 1918, the people of Lith-
uania declared their independence to the
world as a distinct country with its own culture
and traditions. The state was founded on
democratic principles and declared its inde-
pendence in a peaceful manner. However,
Lithuania’s freedom was short-lived, as the
country and its people were subjected to for-
eign occupation and conquest by the Nazi
Germany regime and the U.S.S.R. during
World War Il. In 1940, the Soviet Union took
control of Lithuania without the people’s con-
sent. This unjust control of a free people
lasted for 50 years. On March 11, 1990, upon
the fall of the Soviet Union, the people of Lith-
uania re-established their independence, and
once again, became a sovereign, free state.

The  Lithuanian-American ~ Community’s
Cleveland Chapter has worked to connect the
people of Cleveland of Lithuanian descent and
to share their rich and vibrant culture with the
community. | offer my best wishes for the up-
coming celebration of their heritage and their
independence.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in commemorating the independence of Lith-
uania and, in wishing the country and its peo-
ple continued freedom and success.

———

HONORING SUPERINTENDENT
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Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor my good friend
Sandy Thorstenson for her leadership and
dedication as Superintendent to the Whittier
Union High School District.

Born and raised in Whittier, CA, Sandy has
served as Superintendent of the Whittier
Union High School District for 10 years. She
is a graduate of Whittier High School and
Whittier College with her Master's Degree in
Education from California State University,
Fullerton. Sandy started her 34-year career in
the Whittier Union High School District as a
teacher and quickly ascended to Assistant
Principal, Principal, Assistant Superintendent
of Educational Services, and ultimately Super-
intendent.

Under her leadership, Sandy has spear-
headed Whittier Union’s transformation into a
high-achieving district with five comprehensive
high schools serving 13,400 students from
socio-economically ~ diverse  backgrounds.
Sandy’s “whatever it takes” attitude has en-
sured student achievement for all students, re-
sulting in state and national recognition. Whit-
tier Union High School District has dem-
onstrated remarkable gains in student
achievement at every school, becoming one of
the top school districts in Los Angeles County.

Sandy is an active advocate for quality and
equity in public education at the local, state,
and national level as a member of many pro-
fessional and community organizations. She
currently serves on the California State Super-
intendents’ Council, the Pivot Learning Part-
ners Board and is the current President of
California City Superintendents Association.
She is also a member of the Soroptimist Inter-
national of Whittier, Whittier College Corporate
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